
Optometry & Visual Performance (OVP) is an international, 

peer-reviewed journal dedicated to the advancement of the 

role of optometry in enhancing and rehabilitating visual 

performance. The mission of OVP is to increase the awareness 

and availability of clinically relevant information in functional, 

developmental, behavioral, and vision therapy aspects of 

optometry through an internet-based, open-access format. 

OVP, a collaborative effort of the Australasian College of 

Behavioural Optometry and the Optometric Extension 

Program Foundation, has an international circulation of more 

than 6000, including the membership of the representative 

organizations, optometry students, and residents. OVP covers 

a wide variety of topics, including clinical and scientific research, 

case reports and studies, reviews of new or adapted diagnostic 

or therapeutic methods, and editorials. Enhanced content 

such as author interviews, video demonstrations, and links to 

further resources can be found in the digital version. 

In addition to the scientific journal, OVP also publishes 

a regular blog, which highlights current topics in behavioral 

vision, practice management, member news for the sponsoring 

organizations, book reviews, and much more!

Published bi-monthly,  
OVP publishes the following types of materials:
•	Clinical and scientific  

research articles

•	Case reports and  
case series

•	Reviews of new or adapted  
clinical diagnostic and  
therapeutic methods

•	Editorials

Materials are published both in print and online, 
the online format features:

•	Video content

•	Procedure demonstrations

•	Author interviews

•	Links to other websites  
and online content

•	Extra written content

•	An increased number of 
photographs

•	Reference links

•	The ability to print articles  
on demand

OVP generally publishes eight basic types of articles:
1.	 Research Reports

Apart from reporting formal laboratory or clinical research or the results 
of surveys, the format of an original research paper can also be used for 
reporting case studies involving a series of related clinical cases.

2.	Clinical Procedures
This can be used to present a new clinical procedure or an established 
procedure being used in a new manner relating to clinical diagnosis, 
management, or treatment.

3.	Case Reports
This can be used to present a case report when that case report illustrates a 
viewpoint on clinical diagnosis, management, or treatment.

4.	Literature Review
This includes comprehensive review of a broad or complex subject.  
The reference list can be extensive if one of the intentions of the research 
underpinning the review of the compilation of a comprehensive bibliography. 
Otherwise, the reference list should be limited to the originating references 
and the most important and/or most recent subsequent references. 

5.	Practice Management Manuscripts
Topics covered may include billing and coding, insurance, staffing, etc.

6.	Guest Editorials
Most editorials are invited, but unsolicited editorials are welcome. Please 
speak to the Editor in Chief prior to the submission of an editorial to discuss 
the potential topic.

7.	Book Reviews
This includes not only what is covered in the book and the manner in which it 
is covered, but also why it is relevant to optometrists.

8.	Viewpoints
These are articles that can make an observation, express a viewpoint, or 
argue a particular interpretation of facts. They can discuss an issue in visual 
science, vision therapy and rehabilitation, diagnosis, treatment, public health, 
or public health policy.

Manuscripts are judged on one or more  
of the following criteria:

•	Usefulness to the practicing optometrist

•	Compliance with the editorial standards and objectives of the journal 
with regard to the originality of the contribution, its clinical or scientific 
significance to the profession, and the suitability of the subject matter

•	Enrichment of the optometric and other scientific literature

We are pleased to bring you this new format! The OVP Blog 
covers the following types of materials in an ongoing fashion. Take 
a look at www.ovpjournal.org. 

•	Video interviews
•	Book, meeting, and literature reviews
•	Practice management articles
•	Industry, organizational, and member-based news
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